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97 thy darts, ſays. the Prophet pit 5 


ch. Fires ſpeaking to Almighty 


* ? p 


1 


darts, with which God terrifies and wounds 
our. heart, enlighten. the mind. We ſee 


£2 * . is As 


the way, which leads us in 


e right paths 


and ve. walk with "confidence and ſecu- 


3 
=} 


e light, theſe his ſiery 


carry before us. Untried by affliction, 
„ 7 - NT | „ 2 
a . D unapproved 


4 af 
: ths | 
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. on? He that has mot been prov'd, ho; 
knoiveth ke ? Eccl.! xxxiv. g. In the light 
only of theſe darts, ve e e 
know. ourſelves; the two : 
unto which all”  ſnivitug e are * 
_ refted, _— I know 3 may I know 
meh, e n eee VS eee 
We know not ourſelves: And * 
how mould we know, unleſs inſtrufted by 
tribulation ? The Botton an ideas we 
naturally conceive A. our "mind are uite 
wide from truth ; proſperity caſts a blind | 
before our eyes, and diſappoints ug in a al : 


ur enquiries. * fad” in my " abundance, 
LP wall” 1 be moved "for ever Pl. Xxx. 7. DD. 


we v4 L434 44 44s; „ IH HE / 
Vid . bee the moon in its full, 
and i in 82 5 orious s ew, pomp. and late 
4 . 2 7 . 


et Na i} 442 
we mig t eaſi ly be ignorant ol its nature, 


ut 12 
bit : As © we View it in all its changes, 2s 
AIR i. rr 4 «$44 Ne * n 

a we 


E £3 
* . wa; ating ; . 


1 45 _ 
| Vell of ad e (let me e 


rity,” the moſt illiterate; will diſcover” its. 


poverty and deſegt, and that the advantag 
we admire in it are only a borrowed'acqui- - 


ſition, depending on the ſun's influence. ” 


"and favourable aſpett. Woe to the man. 
Who lives in a Wee en inter: | 
ſeries of ſplen 

with the belghlacſs- nk m0 
becomes blindly ignorant of the real cauſe 
of by arg happs _— „„ 


o obv ite 1 mies ds it 
2 anroc us in i leſſon of uch Importance, 
the Knowledge of: our” Gn wal 1 FE 4 
| wee our Divine Maſter ſhould: put on 
angry countenance, take the rd VP diſ- 
eine into is Rand aud chaftife ür pre- 
-vihpeion.”” It is=weceMiry he Mou wk. 
ade from ws kits akenemet 


3 


+ 5 1 5 


Heprive, us of thoſe lights and advantages 
e enjoy, purely from his favourable in- 


5 fluence and ca va big # the man that | | 


fee my poverty in the 496 12 his indigna Gan 
, Tren. iii. „ 5 82 
We argue in Uke manner as: to 1 


Fee of God. 80 long as we abound 


with comfort and proſperity, unmo- 
leſted by our enemies, eſteemed and che- 
nFiſhed by our friends and not like other 
great ſouls, condutted by the hand of tri- 
bulation, through the high way of the 


.erbls, it is ſure We can know no more of 


| God. than what faith; diſcovers. to us on 
-that ſublir 


ear dyheard thee, + \/eys. holy Job, peaking 


# ee before his ſevere trials came 
im: but deſpoiled of all his ſubſtance, 


| upon * 


__ covered with ulcers, Fhandoped, ang; ber- 


ſeculed by l. inen 


11 315 


3 


ae article. I the hearing of my 


OY 


Ki Kit," net Teſt, ſave" only #broketi' hell; 
with which" he ſeraped off the "MH" wid | 
cortiptions* ſſuing from eee this 
ination; and ee 


vow” aud Hb np 1 


contetuplated thioagh 4 falſe Agb, f Beard | 
of, us it were at's diffince” u the Ref 


mg of ab ear T lab heard tier: büt tow! 
in an extacy of admiration: Wund a en:; 
but now my eyes ſee thee, and I am myfelf art 
ocular witneſs of the truths of which be- 
ſore 1 had only a | ſpecillative notion, ocults 
news vide te. Job _—_ e W Ws 
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— or i Te ap 

the. leaſt to uch. h. of Ahe medicinal hand 40 
tribulation in ſicknefs, or deſolation, cry 
out, they are loſt, unable to ſee, or perform, 
the leaſt Part uy their duty? What! unable 
. Perform their duty, in the, preſence of 
negar d our duty, 5 the, true parent of, holy. 
defires and faithful weſſenger of ſalvation ! 
What! not ſee the, light of heaven, not 

underſtand the; way 0 of virtue when tribu- 
lation. alone peng: our eyes to the light, 
> We 15 Fan in tive erer of WW 


2 44S 


T1ettio iT 1 4 
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. for a moment $4, 1 View 
5 vidence, afts, interiorly with regard to our 
| underſtanding the very thing our Bleſſed 


Saviour performed * with reſpelt 
e 


T7 1 


tithe bind nh in the gbolfel f " ales 
a paſte of the dirt of the ear. applies the 155 
plaiſter and operates his cure 1% By the ob 
_ curity and darkneſs of deſolation the pro- 5 
videdce of God, giving us firſt an expe "HY | 
mental conviftion of our own proper 
miſery and weakneſs, opens the eyes of Y 

our ſoul, and diſcovers to us our want and: . 
mn on one ſide, and his greatneſs --Y 
and glory on the other; Lutum poſuit ſuper. 
oculos, et lavit; et video. As, in the other 
world the ſouls, - which have not paſſed 
through the ſcorching fire. of Purgato ry 
and by the operation of thoſe flames worn | 
out the remains of that earthly. contagion,! 3 
they had contrated in life, can in nowiſe 
arrive at the clear ſight and open viſion of, 
| God: So till ſuch time as we have in this — 
world run through the fire of tribulation, 1 
we cännot hope to partake. of theſe lghis 


LEES 


nenn to x beten friends. 
arld approved ſervants.” 00 bes wiel 
Vu have oſten preferred to 4 
_ of +God this petition'3" let me'know thee 7 
let me know myſelf: but did you ever 
conſider, the extent of this your requeſt· 
and that whilſt you made this prayer yu 
realiy begged to be admitted into the num- 
ber of his; afflited; ſervants and to bear 
 # part with Jeſus Chriſt, in his Croſs and 
ſufferings? did you ever reſlett, that the 
obſeure and dark night of tribulation, the' 
preſent ſubjełt of your complaint, is no- 
thing elle but the dawn of that bright light, - 
the knowledge of God and the wa font 
of yourſelf, juſt rifing upon your ſoul?” 
Take courage then, and in the obſcurity 
and darkneſs of tribulation; look upon 
e "as e Tobias, befeeching the 


bount7 


would open'the eyes 6f — th 
not only by the dirt, of which you are 
compoſed, but alſo by the bitter 'galt of 
affliction, and by his grace excite your wii 
in ſuch a manner that you may gather che 

advantages of his mercy and reap” the fruit 
os the we en "rl ae 5 : 


18110 3s F 0 + +8. 


dull ren. lle c ian 
R baakat aw 


e as. How Fail blind 1915 im- 
perſeRt i is the ſoul of man, ſo that it may well 
ſtand in need of che aid of tribulation, for 
its ſupport, much more for its pe 
the crucible not only refines the 210 from 
its. earthly dreggs and groſs ally: but allo 
ſets i it off to proper advantage, and raiſes I 
to ſo perlect a ſtate, that i it maintains itſelf 
| in, the midſt. of the moſt. ſcorching | heats 
without the leaſt decreaſe in its weight, or 

I alteration 


| 1 4 


. 2 3 54 7 
blase in its value. ee wibus 
| ebend arenen! imper | 


5 ande gives. a a beany, luſtre and petfedtion to 
” Cod, 4, eee that: Tepee 
_— Prove, t hee, Tob. xii. 1Þ Thus- the - 
Angel to Tobias, as if he would ſay: Thy 
works of charity and al alms-deeds, 
burying the dead, and piety towards God, 
were indeed luthcient 1 to o purify thy heart 
and render thy works agreeable-in the fight 
of the Almighty? but for thy greater pers 
_ Fetion and advancement to a more fublime 
degree of ſanctity, che band and 'concur- 
kence of tribulation was neceſſary. Palin: 
Bak a perſel work, that you may! be perfett, 
und entixe, ' failing. in "nothing. Jac. 3 A 
| Patience of alt others, is that virtue, which ; 
— hokes its Rhys and by means of tribü- 
181% e's 6919905 Nef ine 


NC Sf "3 $4.4 
085 a eb 5 lation, : 


* 


| 51181011 


3 1 
Jation, b finiſhing 1 0 that „ie, 
cKach due fiſt eich and outlines ou 
„„. formed, during the time of confolas - 


* 


tion and pre WY 1 7 %% 0 8 OJ b 
"Obſerve the reaſon. This” at” % 
forts of virue· The one ſhines forth in in 
che perform: ne of glorious and renowned 
atchievements in the ſervice of God; the 
other, withdrawing itſelf, from the eyes of 
the world, Dan! in n ſupporting ee and 


„ Wis => 


10 Ker _ 204 more dee g of 0 our 
eſteem. The” glory of af appearing, 10 the 
admiratiot of the world, and in the er= 


formance of ſuch prodigies, as carry their ir 
7 own recommendation and renown with 
. them, are objects that may eaſily, i invite and 
85 engage our: attention and without much dif- 
3 85 feu atlure and ſeduce our m ind” and in⸗ 
5 | clitiacion: S0 that volle, ellced, „, ſelf. 
op | love 


N 


pan of. wg Fung e ee to me 
actions performed. - Whereas on the other £ 
Hide, to lye under a heavy perſecution and 
a load of calumny, to be reviled and trodden * 
under foot, warrant and ſecure us from the 25 
like inconvenience and danger. Our vir- 
tue is here i in the hands of God, known 
unto bim alone, even the proſpect of ſti. 
pend, or hopes of reward can find. no 
place in a heart thus afſeted, all the views 


| of elf love, intereſt or honour, if there | 


— 


can be any, are deſeated and deſtroyed; 
the ſoul ſtands as 1 may ſay. on its own 
bottom and ſerves. charity, the queen of 
virtue, as it were, at its on coſt and SY 
pence. . 

Whilſt both "wt od nd enjoy ful 4 
content and fatisfaRion, let thoſe joys be 
ener ſo innocent, and from the liberal hand 
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Blood gt r Ane "advantages, we dr. 1 1 4 | 


| from! his "ſervice? But he 


| upon his 


Crofs With Readineſs, and ſuffers the pre 


part with him, ſupports and upholds his 


weakneſs, and "that ” abandoning Himſelf 
under the guidance 'of this ſpirit, ke will 
be ſafely conducted by degtees to the pure : 


love of God, and the height of perſebtion. 
For divine love has this peculiar” to itſelf, 
this inherent property, that though con- 


ceived and born under conſolations, it 
| — 655 not up and arrives at its proper 
E muaaturiy, 


h6'*groans 

under à Toad of tribulation, that bears | 
af rength” and ſpirits, and 

ye walks on with uprightneſs, curries Bis 


ſure with Patience and refigttation; may g a 
; well judge that the Grace of God bears 5 


o 
r — — 2 


| ſow yy echo wilt Benden. 25 
Ohl bow much do they ſtand in their 

"own light, who grieve and lament &t; the. 25 
| afflifions they ſuffer! how: greatly deeeive 6 

themſelves when Adept of the lights, | 
comforts, and tender afſections they for- 
merly experienced, they: think. all. is loſt; Be 
imagine themſelves bound hand and foot nd : 
5 unable to make the leaſt Progreſs in the 
way of ſalvstion. But cannot they ſuffer 
with humility, reſignation and patience ? 
| Cannot they wait the near approach of 
the recompence due to their labours? 
This is the whole of their duty: More i is : 
not required at their hands. Tue words 
of our Bleſſed Saviour are an anſwer in 
. full to ſuch plaintiffs: : You know not what | 
Pu aſh : Can you drink of the Chalice, Mat. 
xxii. 22, Drink then of this chalice; 


4 1 en at of. re. 
ligion this 1 oblation and offe ring you 
are now to make: A work moſt acceptable 
to his Divine Majeſty and equally merito- 
Tious : 1 this you correſpond with me 
ſingular graces and ſavourable intentions, 
he forms in your regare : By this road, 
ſtrewed as it ink Werne and brambles 
you are carried directly to chat 
which perhaps a more ealy and level path 
might never bring you to. My: Alicate 
ones have waited, "IN . Barre iv. 
. f. 
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The P R A * * R. 
'To 0 Jesvs Jeourged. at hs Pillar. 5 


| - Moſt anriable Redeemer! What law, i 
What juſtice is this, uſed in thy regard p 

Fan declare thee innocent and condemn | 
. A - thee. 


Hen 


5 thee to. unifhment ah This. 
for mankind is the judge, a, partial judge, 
5 wholly 3 in the 3 of thy enemy, and 
. deciding every ching to his advantage · 
Iam the criminal: theſe pains are due to 
my demerit. My crimes call aloud on thy 


juſtice for their proper reward, . Why does 


the whole weight of the ſtorm diſcharge 
| itſelf on thy divine ſhoulders? Not ſo daes 
thy mercy treat us. Thou ſendeſt forth 
thy fiery darts: but to encourage and en- 
lighten us: thou ſtretcheſt forth thy hand 
and ſheweſl the rod of thy indignation, 
ſome ſalutary tribulation: but in order to 
puriſy my heart, direct my underſtanding, | 
and perfect in me thy own gifts, endamaged - 
by paſſing through my hands, How then 
can I. complain, lament or be. dejected 7 
How can I refuſe. to carry with thee that 
part of thy Croſs which falls to my ſhare? * 
oy 135 | But 


"C4 4¹ 1 


But thou, O Lord, knowelt mY miſes 
ry. my impatience, my folly;'- ' Exert thy 


power, Which. is infinite, and transform 


me into another man, ereate in me a hea 


a in all things conformable to thine. The 


leaſt drop of that moſt precious blood. 
| ſhed for us with ſuch profuſion, and ſo n 
regarded and abuſed by thaſe, who enjoy 
the benefit of it, may ſupply me with Aa 
firmneſs, reſolution and patience, equal to 
my obligation and ſuperior to all oppolis | 
tion. To this eſſect I ſurrender my will, 
liberty and life, without reſerve into thy 
hands: Fix me immoveably to thy pillar, 


| viſit me with tribulation and treat me as 


ſhall appear juſt in thy eyes, regard not. 


he reluftange and rebellion of my ſenſual 
appetites, but conſider only my advantage 
and thy greater glory, t that th power” and 1 


* . 


. * — "oy 
| R 
” Va "= 2 WY 
wn" 
— 
By 
* . 


e may ear in ar nun. f 


tience and humiliation. 7 ef e t 


My prayers are not iti Si regard, 
but the wounds with which thou art co- 


vered, moſt powerful mediators, plead in 


my favour : May they obtain for me that © 


Fer and reſignation in my ſufferings, 
which 1 ought to have. Support me to 


this effect with thy grace, and aſſiſt me 


by the merits of theſe thy ſacred wounds, 


my only reliance in all difficulties. Amen. 
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ULATION, as boch 
ment- of ſin, reſtoring to 


8 „ 
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; 85 44 4 
5 belpeg. to the R evil an ee, 


a ſecure preſervative ee ee e . 


| Oh how firm a relief ho ** com- 
: for. to a Chriſtian in diſtreſs}, | [he 

| _ Conſider, firſt, Winder cures * 

preſent evil. Our firſt comfort. Would 


vou form a right judgment of the cor- 


ruption of the human heart? Repreſent 
to yourſelf a ſponge in the midſt of a capa- 
cious fea of poiſon, and thoroughly pene- | 


trated and impregnated with its inſection. 
This ſea, this ocean of poiſon, is our con- 


tinual and daily failures, bad cuſtoms, evil 


| habits, and chiefſy ſell- lave, an extenſive 
evil, a paſſion ſo cleaving to the falfe goods 5 
ofthis world, o full of pride and given up 


to deceit and malice, that alone it infects 

| all our actions and turns even the Kind i in- 

5 fluence of e Inſpirations. to our 
diſadvantage 


Abdemuge — ruin, + Rove Celts 


Heaven. Can a ſponge- ſo 
puffed up with poiſon, be dees the 
imbibed inſe on without en labour 


ſlight touch 8 og e | ee . band. ni 


S oO 
5 * 1 


mours 7 No no: bo 1s not in nature. 


reftive power ſhould. make uſe of an.ex- | 


ones @ out. a the filth and andy ah dhe alf. 
order with force and violence. The weight 
and preſſure of tribulation are neceſſary and 
when applied in this manner, eſpecially | 
by the experienced hand of Providence, 
will ſuffice to expel the corruption, remove 


£ web * 


eff, Dau. iv. Poiſoned/ with the dew! 'of . 


8 * r 


A g * * N 1 . 9 9 7 ” 0 a. > * 
pe . * 1 7 e. 7 * N 7 . # 
ä * * . 3 * 9 8 g 4 
* ö R AL ys EE a N i 
, — a) 7 
* © # 7 
* n AMES + Wo 7¹ - * * 4 2 F 


. be akin rue 2 


as cryſtal” by” the ſeverity of winter, and 
petrified: by time and continuanee, will 


melt on the approach and operation of tri· 
bulation and be utterly diffolved by the 
force of its contrition and org of fs 


-anfluence; to 1; 15 2 77 K. 
Whereſore, when —— \ 1 b — 
ae not at the acceſs of ſo favourable a 
gueſt; grieve not at your own happineſs, 
TefleRt that inſtead of directing your com- 


- plaints and averſion. againſt the evil under. 
which you labour, ſin and your bad habits, 


you blindly fly in the face of your phyſician | 


and fall out with your cure and remedy. 
UV _— and unreaſonable are the enen 


— 


. 


laſt remains of he ipfeftion.”. In the day 
2 tribulation, as ice in the" tear. eat ier 


hall thy Ans melt » away,” Teck iii. 17, 
That maſs or wa -of ine hardened 


ö 


po 


1 


3 of tales 150 would ber. 


ſuage. themſelves that 
ſerves to excite and enſlame their! 


as ih by reit T 


if ſuch, are to be found, are entirely. deſfi 


tute of all remedy and in Ai; ee tru 
| they earry | 
with them their own. condemnation, and 


become conſederates againſt God, with the 


- miſerable Achaz, - who j in proportion to he 
chaſtiſement inſlicted on him, like ebe 


deplorable. Unhappy n 


n 


* 


toad when exaſperated, redoubled the 


time of. his diftreſs.. he increaſed” Conte! n 
againſt our Lord. 2 Par, xxviii. 22. 


I's 


2 


ſon and preſumption of his heart. In lle | 


at and correction web, 
came more ungoy overnable. ch Such indeed, 


3 * : 


EE 
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The fick. aud. infirm who gain no ad- 
vantage by the application of the beſt of © 
remedies, are certainly i in a moſt deſperate | 
| Tate and to be given: WP, among the incur- 


' 


Che 


4 1 


ales But — he bs 
be. of him whom tribulat ion cures not; 4 
remiedy deviſed by the wikldit of God as 
1 moſt ſovereign antidote agiitiſt all our evils; 

_ meaſured out'to us by his own wiſdon? and 
ſcience, in che beſt proportion and ac⸗ 
tording to the exigencies of the uffficted 

party, adminiſtered by his own hand under 
| bis care and direction, abd with all the 
caution his mercy can invent, or his cha- | 
rity execute. The  accufatioris therefore 
againſt tribulation, or rather againſt . Pro- 
vidence, which makes uſe of it, as the 
moſt effectual i means to bring about i its cha- 
ritable deſigns in our regard, are unjuſt 
and unwarrantable, as experience, reafon, 
Andi faith evince. Holy Job, who in per- 
ſon went through the whole preſcription, 
| bears witneſs of this truth. For ſpeaking 


of God's juſtice be aſſures us; he woundeth 
ha 1 n 


y. 18. His mercy firikes tthe rock 
| our heart, and draws from thence the fa- 4 
nfing water of compunction. 
ing open the feſter d and - ; 1 


| treat ons n of yur 
requires, with rigour and ſeverity, that BM 
you may one day rejoice in py, of = 

fefts. of chat ſovereign remedy: which at 
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5 e me with forrow, "he Here 5 3 
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SER, . upon. the foul. . 


yo 4 
Fray 
3 " 


"i Connder 4 4. What nel wn . 
ravages does fin bring on and cauſe in the 


35 foul Our only reſource, by the] favours 


be > by 


ble ble appointment of Heaven in ſuch an 
extremity, is tribulation: This cures the . 
and repairs the damages. By fin we 
ain | a heavy debt wick divitte juſlice 
and, put ee under an obligation of 
anſwering 1 whenever -' called upon. 
When you e ſuffered yourſelf to ; 4 
| be caitied Sway by the deceitful allurements 
of ſin, did you conſider or were you 
ſenſible of the evils you drew on your oun 
head; or of the neceſſary conſequence, 5 


25 Mae! yourſelf to by the tranſgreſ- 
dan ? | : 


** 


3 10 rewrn 
Creator by, a; ſincere r 
that to repair, as far as in 
Works of penance and ſelf-abnegation; __ 
tribulation willingly accepted and under-, 
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ſecurity. of a final perſeverance in grace, or 4 

an infallible argument of a future pardon 1 4 
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tifications, as purwant to the example of ; 
the ſervants of God, we undertake and im- 
poſe on ourſelves. © Patience has a eh 
work, Jac. 1. 14. This inſpires the mind 
with a ſublime notion, and knowledge "Pp 
its own worth and dignity ; ; this puts us 
above ſtooping to actions unwo | 


_ ated me witz wormruood. 
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tribulation the Prophet here ſpeaks of, that 


fills his heart with comfort, and his ſaul _ 
with the aſſurance of eternal bliſs and happi< | 
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ſelves, and the high birth we receiv d under 5 
the croſs: This confirms us in the right and 5 
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ment and poſſeſſion of God. He has re- 
plen W me with bitterneſs : He 11 inchr 107. 7 
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a bends with every Wind of oppaſitions, | 

5 Reolpgrowhi adverſity, all powerful tribula- 
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preroſperiiy ! Unſetiled peace! Diſturbed 
1 ace ſs i s attended. with diſap- 
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"Thou didft reetive good things in thy life 
Luc. XVI. 15. was the anſwer, a dety fof- "= 
2 Eci. nt one, made to the complaints of the 
— Ditto in hell. Obſerve, it is not ſaſd- 
thou haſt robb'd, thou haſt invaded by ſorde 
and extortion. the rights and Properties 'of | 
others: Only, Thou diaſ receive g , eg. 


of this world, ſuch at leaſt as are insel . 4 
5 in themſelves and TER aue veally BAY . I 


4 Grd WY yet even — en 1 


or other, expoſe us to dangerous tempta- 5 
tions, often go in part of payment fox the 

ſcanty good deeds we may have performed, 8 
and perhaps are the only ſhare of chat inh. 
tance, which falls to us, as children of . "(4 , 
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3 KD "Our birchright and. ſitle 4 to. future bappineſs, 
* void of the like dangers, accompanied | 

In Wich ure claim of ſuture recompence. 
8 and makes good to us, thoſe treaſures, 

117 | which the maſter of the family, has in ſtore 
= for ſuch, who. love and follow him. "How 
ean you then be ſo ill adviſed, as out of a 
proſpect of pleaſure to ſeek after what is 
. . hgetiul and out of a dread of. paih tofly 
; from what is advantageous? Thou-haft re. 
_ ceaued good thi ngs in thy 2 "fe, and likewnſe 
Lazarus. euil things, but now hets comforted | 
. thou art tormented. Our real good is 
not affluence of riches, proſperity or plea- 
ſure, our real evils are not. affliction, po- 
verty, the croſs and tribulation. Fou * | 
0 good, and good evil. Iſa. v. 20. 
For mercy fake and as you tender your 
6 un advantage I yourſelf from an 
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error ſo dangerous and pernicious. | Our 
whole good, properly ſpeaking, is in he 
croſs, is in tribulation. Jeſus Chriſt Hye _ 
| | in the one, and died on the other. There 

* he is to be found, we find life there and in 
caſe of diſaſter, our only reſource, comfort, 
and ſupport. Nothing then is left for us 
in this miſerable world, if we are truly de- 
5 i of rous of ſalyation, but to ſuffer. with him. 
4 ve are tharviſe irrecoverably loſt (TS. -* 
M ſuffer or to periſh i is our mh pre Aue 
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= - Moſt patient Lord and Saviour, a 6 
croſs, preſs d down on thy tender ſhoulders, | | 
by the weight of my fins, hearken with. i 
patience to this criminal, guilty of eternal. 
1 * . an : 


Ds cn; 0 Ares to lie over, and 
complain of his Might and. trivial ſufferings 
and sffliction? Had not thy moſt compaſ- 
fonate heart and tender merey engaged for 
"the! diſcharge of my debt, and interpoſed 
vith thy juſtice in my behalf, where now, 
5 where ſhould I be? In an abyſs of ever- - 
laſting miſery, ſurrrounded by eternal : 
deſpair,. for ever ſeparated from thee, and 
irreparably Joſt to and baniſhed from all 
that is good; and yet forgetſul of my own 
demerit, and regardleſs of my obligation 
to thee, I dare complain, if thou ſtoppeff 
in the leaſt thy beneficent hand, and heapeſt 
not thy greateſt bleſſings on me, unworthy 
of the leaſt; dare to expoſtulate with thee 
and lament, if I enjoy not without inter- 
ruption, that peace, content, and tranquil | 
. lity which falls not to the ſhare, even of 
the very beſt and moſt innocent of thy ſer. 
vants Þ Blindneſs of 1 above meaſure 
and 


5 


: 13 
7 * 


* 


7 ' 


i ＋ 


and eee of. heart! 1 ſee not Ak re- 
paration, which ought to be made to thy 
divine Juſtice, offended by my ſins, nor 
endeavour at ſome, though ſmall atone- 


ment, by ſecking after and embracing, on 


part of the croſs . txibulition, which 


falls to my portion. 57 
To whom but to 3 can . adreſs my EY 


Jer my cure, O incarnate wiſdom, that en» 


lightens all men. coming into. this world ! 
Thou beſt knoweſt my weakneſs and, for 
the honour of thy name, wilt not refuſe to 
condeſcend to my relief. Grant, I may 


willingly take up, "and* carry after. thee, i in 


ſatis faction for my crimes and iniquity, that 


part of the Croſs thou ſhalt pleaſe to aſſign : 


at leaſt not fly, to my diſgrace and ſhame, 


the very ſthadow and appearance of it. 4 


To this end I reſign myſelf entirely into 
| thy divine hands? and that I may never 
be ſeparnted from thee, a. Judgment I have 
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i Arlt inſtant of his entrance into life to his 
5 exit out of 4 1 do not ſay this King of 
glory, but this man of dolours, 3 is equally 


; deſtination. Whothen can be more ſecure 
. of favour, or better entitled to the bliſs of 


ufer we fha 


is an an eſtablihed maxim in the ceconomy 
| * obſerv/d PSY ſtill continues in force, 
Abe eleßt ſhould bear a proportion with their 


"head Jeſus Chriſt and reſemble him i 
proper manner, their great principal 
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cw with wounds, overwhelnied with 
2 * of. anguiſh/ and pain, even from. the 


'the meritorious caule of our elefition,” and 
: the exemplary form and pattern of our pre- 
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eternal happineſs, chan he, who partakes 
moſt with. him, i in theſe particulars? If we | 
alſo ragn with him, Tor it | 


ent, which" has ever | 


of this great family of 


and original. In purſuance of this ella. 
pliſhed rule and order, chere can be no ad- 
| mittance 
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court; fave only through the gate of the Holy 
Croſs, not to be opened by one only, but | 
various tribulations :*\ Through "many tri: 
bulations we muſt e er dle iin ingdom of ow fy 
AR. Xiv. 21. If you will not ſuffer ant 3 
dom wit dus, Pg l. 0 * Þþ 
opening the paſſage, you can never er happily = f 
enter his Kingdom with him. 

Vou would willingly believe, and a very ; 
pernicious error it is, chat eternal glory and . 
happineſs is the inheritance Chriſt afhgns „ 4 
and bequeaths to his elekt, and by, that N 1 5 ; 
only, you Tufficiently 1 reſemble your type 1 
and original. It is not ſo: : Our | inheri- 3 
tance is allliction and the croſs; our inhe- 5 4 
ntance is anguiſh and tribulation, as Well! 
as eternal glory: Both the one and 2 
other are bequeathed t to us; by both the 5 
reſemblance betwixt Jeſus Chriſt as head 


and his ſervapts as memben, i is compleated ES 


nd Ar e enfurs; To LY you a 1 

| make good to ꝓqurſeif in particular the le-. 

gay Chriſt has leſt to the ele& i in general, 
you muſt. embrace both parts, tribulation 
in this. life, glory. and. happineſs in the 
other; the tribulation ſhort and tranſitory, the 

. go. eterpal and e For it is a ber 
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| not wich him i in \ the labour ae Lauer can. 
| have no. part with him i in his glory and tri- 
umph. If fons, heirs alſo, 715 Yet. Jo, 4) 7 

we /i fer with him, that we may. 40% 4c. . 

| Med with him. Rom. viii. 3 
Take courage then and being ani * 
with a due ſenſe of the noble acquiſition, 
5 4 you have in view, and the inheritance you | 
- ſeek after, dare to appear in the cauſe of 
Heaven and your own intereſt, in oppo- 
ſition to your ſenſual appetites, which lay 
you open to an imminent danger of loſing 
| you: e 12 oe be to them who have 
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* gears Eedl. il. 16. Woe to. tho! 
who- are not exerciſed and trained N 
continual trihulation! 


But after all; can, 9 be ps : 5 
at too dear a rate? or can you complain 


when the wiſdom of God offers you his 


kingdom at the ſame price, he was pleaſed ; 


to lay down for it himſelf? Nay, even on 


more eaſy terms. Conſider the weight, 
meaſure and extent of the Croſs, he bore : "= 
' A. burthen proportion d to the power and 
ſtrength .of a God incarnate: © Reflect on ; 
the part you bear in the purchaſe; your 
Croſs is light, and eaſy, and you yourlelf 1 
ſo far from being a ſufferer in carrying it 


are carried on yourſelf by the force of his 


example, encouraged by his countenance 


and ſu pported by his grace and aſſiſtance. 


| Wherefore learn to be wie, and inſtead 5 


of flying from tribulation, encounter ſuch» 


as Providence n nts for you, with vie 
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tribillations fly from you, ſeek them "out 
with courage 144 overcome. them with 


4 Yefolution. You will find yburſelf i in the 
poſſeſſion of a rich treaſure, areal ſub) eft 


of conſolation and will have reaſon to in- 


vite your friends to congratulate with you 


on the 'occalion, yourſelf rejoicing with the 
Plalmiſt, T have ound tribulation and, 22 
ro, Pf. cxiv. 4. I have found a ſubject 
of content. and ſatisfaQtion : 1 have diſco- | 
vered a fund of bliſs and | happineſs. In 


| "iis abandoned Nate of poverty, ſtraits 


and deſolation, we have this comfort, that 


herein we bear a reſemblance with Jeſus 


Chriſt, our divine maker upon earth, 


From that an ariſes this hope 


and ſolid aſſurance; we ſhall allo l in ſome 
proportion one 58 be like unto him i in 
BY; 1 85 Ti 
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Theſe truths, are. obſcure : : They, bare 


that i in common. with other arjicles of our 8 
faith, but not leſs firm and certain on that | 
account. ; They are now indeed dark and 7 
above our comprehenſion : But. the happy. | | 
hour will ſoon come, when the cloud being 

removed, they will ſhine forth in eternity,” | 


| with their native luſtre and evidence. 


; Knowing that tribulation worketh  Patrence, 
and patience trial, and trial hope, and * > 
confoundeth not, Rom. V. 3+ ang Fo, ag 


inhalation. is the means 5 og | e 1 


n Predę fefination. 
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N 3 Tribulation 3 is : $4 
Gan of a happy predeſtination and a means 


to acquire it. God i is not pleaſed, and un 


doubtedly he is ' maſter of his own. gilts, = 
to beſtow on us his extraordinary favours _ 
. | and without a due wan 
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r in 5. 5 appoint to you, as my 


father has appointed to me, a kingdom, Luc. 
Axii. 29.  Vidtory, triumph and glory i is 


he reward and recompence, but of what ? 
St. Paul teaches us, 'of trial, labour and 
5 Lombat. No man is eromm d unleſs he 


ſtrive lawfully, Tim. it. 5. No triumph 

without victory, or vitory widheus combes 

And labour. | 
The glory of the desde bey a . | 


os Chriſt, and exaltation of his holy name, 

| ada preewinence, kingdom and dignity due 

io out Bleffea Redeemer, as Son of God; and 
Feoepr this kingdom was not granted him by his. 


eternal father, but after he had borne the 


weight of His Ttoſs, and run through the 


painful courſe of Bis bitter paſſion; with 
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labour and conſtancy. Who are you; who | 


dare preſume to enter upon the kingdom t 


God but on terms, he himſelf propoſes. af : 
alfliction, the croſs and tribulation ? What 
then muſt we think and ſay of thoſe, who | 
paſs their days in eaſe and tranquillity 


without the croſs, afliction and tribulation 2 


We know what were the ſentiments of the 
Saints of God. in this particular. They 


knew full well, that we had no other buſt- 


neſs in this world, fave only to live and 
ſuffer for God : They know that the whole 
time, not employed in that charge and 
duty was abſolutely loſt, with regard to 


eternity, of no worth or value, and with- 


out the leaſt recompence or reward an- 
nexed to it in the end: In a word, a ſlats 
of life, which filled them with the greateſt 
dread and terror. Behold in peace 15 1 
butterneſs, moſt bitter, Ifa. xxxviii. 14. 
That ſeraphim of love St. Mary Magdalen 


Ez 


- 
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agg was ſo' convinced of this wal 
and the advantages flowing from tribulation, 
that ſhe made the continual ſubje& of her 
prayer and ſupplication, at the throne 2 
5 to ſuffer and not. to die: Pati, non 

- Intimating thereby, that a A 
. was an agreeable objeQ, inaſmuch as, 


chat was a perpetual occaſion: of ſuffering, 


and death on the other fide in ſome man- 


| ner a grief and concern, as putting a period | 


to that comfort and ſatisfaction. 
| Surely then ſomething more is required 
at your hands, than that you bear your 
afflictions, croſſes, aridities in prayer and | 
deſolation, with patience and reſignation : : 
Ton ought to ſupport yourſelf under theſe 
difficult circumſtances with chearfulneſs 
and thankſgiving and may well look upon 
them, as a favourable occaſion of the in- 
'creaſe of your merit and a ſecure founda- 
tion, and ebe of the edifice you 
have 
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dave upon your hands, a happy protect) + | 


nation. You may reaſonably rejoice in 
the poſſeſſion 40 als "wok Tay gif 


gift the Ab 0 doubts not to compare 


and equal to faith itſelf and worthy to 


de purchaſed even by the medistion 


and interpoſition of the moſt ſacred 
merits of our bleſſed Redeemer. For to. 
yon it is given for Chriſt, not only to belicue 


in him, but alſo to fu offer for his ſake, 
Philip. i. 19. And ſhall we make ſo light 


of our Croſs, as to think, we honour it 
ſufficiently in carrying it without reluflance- 
and diſdain ? Oh how inconſiſtent is our 
practice with our proſeſſion How ignorant 
are we of the language of the Goſpel? and 
unworthy of being reputed in the number. 
of the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, whilſt, ic 
| not in 1 at leaſt by our od, we 
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draught of comfort and delight, Who ſhall 


OW "Bt 


iT; 204 1 
—_Y in queſtion the fly: of his 40e. 


| trine? : of 


We are 3 Let us > hy our- 


= Ges worthy of that name andi in deſiance 


of the world, which runs wild after vanities 


and pleaſures, courageoully confeſs that 


happy are thoſe, that ſuffer perſecution, 


and never more worthy of. our emulation, 


| than when oppreſſed and overwhelmed with 


theweight andpreſſure of it, as proving there- 
by and rendering their eleftion and predeſti- 


an ſecure and certain. Thus the force and 
virtue of hope and charity ſhine forth to the 
real edification of the church militant, and 


glory of the triumphant with the greateſt 
beauty and luſtre. Thus by the kind influence 


of tribulation, that ſea and inundation of 
bitterneſs, ſuppoſed to be found in the | 


Croſs, is changed into a ſweet and agreeable 


fuck 


holds with regard to the 


c 105 1 
fri the inundation 2.0 hel 
Deut. xxxii. 9. 1 pi 13 . „ 
Tribulation 25 the Mere o our le 
Gal" ally, Tibetan i is „ Hkeiſe | Y 
the ſtandard and "meaſure by which joy, 7 


comfort, and conſolation is diſpenſed ant —& 
imparted to us, According to the multitude ; 
of my ſorrows i in my heart, thy confolations 
have made ny ſoul joyful. Pf. xcili. 19. " of 
The rule and method Providence” we 3 
ele, is to counterbalance number oY 2 - 
number, weight againſt. weight, meaſurs 
againſt meafure. But Oh! How greatly | 
to their advantage! The number of their 
afflitions is fmall, the weight of their 
Croſs is Tight, the meaſure of their cala- 
mities ſcatity and deſective; whereas on 
the other * the gifts of heaven in return. 


- 


are 


without . a PURE of the 
crown prepared. yl them, above. our com- 
prehenſion even an eternal weight of glory; 
the meaſure of the delighis and pleaſures 
in ſtore for them full, ahounding and over- 
flowing, worthy the majeſty and munifi- 
cence of the donor. Our preſent tribulation, 
which ts momentary and. light, worketh for 
ut above meaſure exceedingly an eternal 
weig lt of glory, 2. Cor. iv. 17. 

The like tenor and conomy is fol- 
lowed with regard to the reprobate. The 
ſelf indulgence of their paſt life is the mea. 
ſure of their future puniſhment. As muck 

a1, ſhe has glorified herſelf and has been in 
| gelicacits, ſo much torment and ſorrow give 
ye ta her. Apoc. xviii. 7. But Oh! How 
greatly does the balance incline in favour 
of the eclea! How lure, and to be relied 
upon, is the hand chat direfts their lot and 
appointment ! One would think, that the 
g 8 VV 
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chy of God aa meaſured out, anc n 


juſtice me 
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celled to them not by the iron rod of 
patience, which he 
but by the golden wand, rule and dire 


of charity, they always preſerved i in their | 
breaſt; charity beareth: all things charity 10 
endureth all. things, Cor. xiii. 7. In this 
you judge right: for that charity, Which 
very trial of adyerſity under 


ſtands proof i inever 
the banner of Chriſt's Croſs in this life is 


the true ſtandard and rule, by which divine Fi 
es out their reward and re. 


compence in the other. On this accou 


the faithful ſervants of God were ever 


ready to receive and willing to embrace all 


occaſions of ſuffering for his ſake, and 
looked upon life itſelf, as a burthen, when 
unattended with croſſes and tribulation 


becauſe they were well apprized, inſtructed 


and animated by che light and virtue of 


ſaich, that theſe their n ſufferings, hu- 
miliations 55 


they followed during life, 8 


— of that glory, happi- 
— oo Yer ſhould afterwards 


great, eee 1 - Natural loye indeed 
_ prompt. bun auoid and ah from 


5, = Fn nee and. impulſe 

Larry the ſoul to the umme alen 

and noble actions. 

55 Wr atio ouk ad 
pl faith, what objet can we form $0 gur- 
lielves more worthy of pity and compaſſion, 
than a man of this world in the : midſt of 
his applauſe, pleaſure and grandeur? The 
true ſaints of God ever lament over ſuch 
a one and look upon him, as a dead corps, 
under a rich canopy, carried out to bis 
final interment. In reality, what the world, 

lever bliud.,to./its on true intereſt) call 


| tears, ceaſe your complaints, or ra b 
them into atts f thankſgiving, as. e 


; Luc. vi; 2G. Our true eee | 


cution, ſickneſs, ,poverty,, want and deſo- 


a Theſe are the ſeeds of our future ; 
glo! 


y: Theſe: ſowed nom with a liberal | 
band in th ſoil ol our preſent baniſhment, 


will proportionally, grow up and ripen into 
E plentiful harveſt in our own happy coun- 8 
try. Enjoy then your preſent - ſuffering, 
Wipe all your, . 


perſec ution and croſſes: 


are and ought to be an undoubted ſubjeck 
of comſort and pleaſure to yo. Let thy. 
voice ceaſe from weeping and thine eyes fram 
tears: Your labours are not loſt: A faith- 


ſul account is kept of your. ſuffering, aud; ; 78 
your tears, not ſpent i in vain. Thereis a2 
'F eward for 25. work, Jer. xxxi, 16. An 


a. ny "Ea. 
4 Mein pt brd 1” Such a ri Mi 
1 ®K 5 re even'a cranſient view, the ſmalleſt 

2 nh ry enjoyment of tha 


| paiwand\anguilh,'the very martyrs | 
huren, e the: pak of: their whole 
Ig "their" Abr bitter 


{8 


Welt then for. a while, vi 8 ly oi 
not be long, che time of your recompence ; 
no approaches, when looking down from 
that bleſſed ſtation of your happinefs, and 
| turning your eyes upon your paſt travels, you' 
will ſtand in amaze and ſurprize, how thoſe” 
your Jabours could ever 


r deſerve the : names 
or be called ANictiont and tribulations.” 
„Here it it is, you would bluſh and be con- 


cerned, could! your preſent happineſs ad- 
niit of the leaſt confuſion or Tepentance, | 
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that ye had not lang W 8 | 
and. reaſon required, returned your os 1 
acknowledgement, and thanks to the age 1 
| for thoſe very flours and 
| benefits which you now _wrengfully miſcall 
and revile : You would wiſh and deſire, as 


bir as fuch deſires might be cox with 
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Enter eee bon his Loud as else 
ſentiments, let this truth, taught by Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, Bleſſed are they who f Rer. 


link deep into your heart. It will not fa 


of being a comſort to you, and ſupport in 
the worſt of occurrences, as our>ctdſſes: 15 
and tribulations in this world are not only 


deſtination, and a ſolid ground. work and. 
fem foundation of o prefer * but 
N Ls I aa : 


_ 


a ſecure pledge and gage of a happy pre- 15 A | 
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10 wh intent ices my Divine. Lord: 
ad; Saviour ſuffer himſelf to be nail' don 
amn opprobri be isses e hiebesh, 
= Pigs view is) to redeem thy ſervant and 
to beſtow on him thy glory, one figh only 
from that inſlam d breaſt was abundantly ſuffi- 
cient to that eſſect: Oi if thou wouldſt 
ſhed thy ſacred blood, the leaſt drop of it, 
was-more, than an equivalent for the ran- 
ſom of a thouſand» worlds. Why then, 
my God, why. this profuſion and exceſs 
jn ſuch agony and convulſion? Thou 
wouldſt inſtrutt me by this great leſſon. 
and enforce' this truth, that to reign with, | 
thee, we muſt take up our C Croſs and par- 
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e WY 
RY 1 wi W. e ini bebe; "At 
ow Divine Maſter,” though . manly”. - 
7 years brought up im hy family, ant for | - Wm 

: under thy bleſſed Harids; this thy in 2 
_ tion, Which colt! thee ſo dear, is loſt upon 4 
me. Thou art ty ig; moi tt .4 
van; 'YeP Pre gare I Bot the wiſdom of thy” - ; 
meftion the makims of 3 
ay Soße ad Kell of thy promi ies, 4 
and give not myſelf up with conſidenee/o 
into thy hands. We admire thy fervanis 3 
1 their combats, and: look | a; | : 


Peent token of thy favour, and pledge of 
thy affection towards them: Why reſuſe F L 
we then, and make flight of the 1 very bleſ- 

fings we admire in them? Aha apr fuk. 9 
is weak, we Teck after a ſanflity,” void o Y 
trouble and difficulty; and frame to our 7 "A 
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ſelves a perfeRion ſuitable to the corrup. 
on of our own depraved appetites, nat 
ee; On.  regulato@ | 5 3 
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eg lated. by, dhe unerring ule. of ty, 
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Goſpel ! What t an abyſs 0 of miſery, what a. 


L 


ſaurce = He [ignorance and. affeRtation, is is 
| this my heart! Oh fathomleſs depth of all. 5 
5 merey and compaſſion I fly. unto, thee. 

for, my | cure. Create in me A clean besrt. 


Which, as a faithful mirrour may reflect 


0 15 back on my underſtanding the truth, thou 


a taught both by word and example: 
Rene w.in, my mind 2 ſpirit, conformable, | 
to thine, that I may know thy divine will | 
with truth and praftiſe, it with ſincerity. 
67 May! 1 , hope. for. this bleſſing at thy hands, 
| equally. powerful. in ſupporting my .weak- 
. nefs and, merciſul, in; bearing with my ig- 
. Norance? 1, dcknowigdge: myſelf unworthy: 
But my demerit can pùt no bound: to the 
extent. of thy power, or to the indulgence 
ol thy. merey. L. Know on whom I rely. 
Thou art ever great in thyſelf and thy mer- 
*I is over all n _ Shew here the 
PTTL | t. 
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calling u upon thee, that d 

and the merits of thy __ 
ſerve that crow! — 
tue of thy AY, thou haſt prepared for 9 
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Te example of Chriſt is. 4 ; Comfort in | 

5 | Tribulation. eee OL 
Chritby his ſuffering has enobledtribulation.. i | 
FN ONSIDER, af. What the Croſs fi 
8 was clteemed to be before Chriſt : 
ſuffered upon it, and now 7 after be has ſanc- | 
tified it by. bis death and paſſion, what it ; 
really is? The croſs was no more, than a | 
Vue and deſtin'd for 


a dignity and value above eſtimation, Pain 


ments thewſelves, no conſecrated by the = 
paſſion of — 


the crowns of: very ihr Ns, 
which the majeſty of our divin R 8 


reſides, and che ſeat of glory, where; h. 9 
triumphs over bis enemies. We age 9 
the ſame way with regard to tribulation, ti bo Z Te 
ſpiritual Croſs, of Cbriſtians. Tribulation 1 
then before it paſſed thro! the wo and I 

heart of, Lt a mark and token o | 
anz it bore the [charafter of diſgrace and 1 
ignominy: But 1 embraced by Chris Eo 
and ſanctiſied by him, upon che d 
in his ſatred 
thro' the minerals -of paradiſe has 


and anguiſh | are held in h6nour,” and 0 | 3 


in glory. Pænam veſliru: A 
laune, gy fond Ificans in Us, a 5 : Ra 
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queſtion: would: be aRing: ke ee, 
- and renouncing 1 faith itſelf; - 
inſtance will fil en 
the truths-we. have alledged. The incarc: 
nate word entering the River Jordan, in 
his baptiſm, raiſed thoſe waters, 
and in m all others, to ſuch an eminence 
and dignity as rendered them capable of 
ſinctiſiying my ſoul, and cleaning it from 
ſin, whenever duly applied to that eſſect. 
Is like manner Jeſus Chriſt ſuffering _ 
dying on the Croſs, imparts to the 
of his ſervants a ſort of ſupernatural dignity. 
and excellence, by virtue of which theſe 
raiſed * their natural merit and len . 
even to the throne of God. On 8 
faderation che Apoſiles in general, and af 
— the other ſaints 6f the . 
ae thought dee above meaſure 
= 6 | bonoured 
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| yer happy, whih Wend worthy 


to ſuffer perſecution and contumely. for the 
name of Jeſus, Chriſt, 4nd. they in 


went from tie pre gence of the. council re. f 
j oicing that they were accounted. worthy. to. 
ſafer. roses for , the, name tt Fs 
Pet, v. 4. | 80 7; LS 

And With reaſon: 4 5 as in : G6. court of 
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Heaven, he is moſt honoured, who is in the 5 
frſt,cank and among thoſe who. are ſeated 


by. the throne of Chrift's majeſty in go: 


So' who ſtands the, next in place to 


- * - 


* 1 


: royal ſeat of his Croſs, and i ignominy here 


upon earth, that is approaches neareſt to 


35 


Chriſt humbled, naked, languiſhing 1 in the 
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midſt of his torments is in the proper lla. | 


tion of diſtinction and honour, Theſe are 


the - greateſt heroes and renowned conquerors | 


of the age: glorions and exalted beſore 
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God, and above all value and eſtimation, ' 


ee vpon their deſerts; Jen, 


2 Gott 


* | 8 8 * 


% In want, rel and a; Mie: of Whom 
the world © ts not "worthy. "Heb: | xi. 18, - 
Theſe are they, 1 who may "boaſt, the 
chat be not expedient, and alter the ex- | 
ample oſ St. Paul, glory 3 in the preeminence 
of their inlirmity and of the dignity and 
rank they bear in tribulation, fanding i in 
the front of the battle and near the facred 
5 perſon of Jeſus, Chriſt 'bimſelf in his con. 
flit and agony. 8 Lm "ateds glory, T 
will glory 'in the thingo Mat” concern 1 
in nih. 2 Cor. xi. 6 
"You Eg hitherto barn e un- 
ſortunately lor you, you here looked upon 
the Croſs in a falſe light, and the g gifts from 
thence derived upon us, as ſo many ſwords 
- and daggers pointed againſt you! upon this 
Fx; intelligence and new information, conveys : 
to you by the voice of the Apoſtle and ihe 
example of Chriſt what. now are your ben, | 
| timents? You mult Wink -yourtelf Bebi 
honoured. 
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3 in "_ of his ak ns i 
partaking with him in the glory of - his 


Croſs, and paſſion. . Rouſe: up in your ſoul 
a couroge and reſolution conformable to 
the occaſiion; Accept willingly and bear 


bumbly that part af the Croſs, which falls 


to your ſhare and above all things, admire 


the bounty and goodneſs of your Lord and 
maſter, who diſdains not to treat you on a 
par with himſelf and as his friend, ally. and 


companion. ' Should nature repine, or 
your ſenſual appetites raiſe up a rebellion, 
immediately. quaſh the motion with the au- 


thority and in the words of St. Peter: if 


you partake of the [uffering of Chriſt. rejoice 


for that, which is of the honour, glory and 


power of God, and that which is his ſpirit 
reſteth upon you. 1. Pet, iv. 9. 


Conſeſs then boldly and doubt not to pro- 
claim, inthe face of an ignorant and deluded 


world, that noting is. more honourable, 


Ee. nothing 


— 


** Noting that does more ids to ink 
© nature, thin to ſuffer with' Chriſt if we yy 
Fn that of ſulering alſo for him. 
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\"Confider 2dly, The. Croſs oſ 28 Chriſt 
Bot only ennobles our ſufferings in in the 
1 bigheſt degree, but alſo renders them ſweet 
And ogteeable- Ihe moſt ſavage and wild 
beaſts, are no more, according to law, ac- | 
counted a ild and common, when once 

1 a tamed by uſe and become domeſtick. Tera 
non dicunter fer liceti ex ferins genere, fi 
aut manſucfade.' Tribulations, the Croſs, 
. alllictions are a fort of wild ſpecies, chat 
py terrify us in their approach and fill us with 

5 dead and apprehenſion. Conſider then 
coolly and in the relation they have to Jeſus 
Chriſt; you will find them mollified and 
ſoſtened by paſſing under his hands, ſubdued 
5 che virtue af his 1 885 and mitigated 
$44 5p 355 „% ͤ] 
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by the fines of his example: You wil ind 


they a are no more thoſe wild and terrible 


ſavages, we:imagiried, but on the cont ary. -. 
objects of pleaſure, that amuſe. us by. the. 


real ſatisſaction they now give, and the = 
f proſpett they aſſord oſ much greater ſor the 1 
ſuture; Subjebts .of: comfort and oceaſions ” 


of diverſion and pleaſure. He play d with ; 


lions, as it were thith lambs, Ecel. xlvii. g. 
After this faſhion and in this light tje 


martyrs of God's church looked upon the 
of burning coals, wheels and 

gibbets, prepared for their torture, and 
even on death itſelt; they would anſwer 32 
the menaces of their eruel executionert; 5 


Theſe are our ſweet ſcented voſes, tele — 
our comforting. refreſhments, dis the day 3 
oy of aur nuptials-. 94: 8 Area [2 4 4901 6 ; 


The more eruel and inhuman the ter- 


ments were, with which theſe. ſoldiers 44 


Chriſt were threatened, \ de wore de, oo 
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„ M 2 1 rejoiced 
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ſiifferings'vf their Divine Maſter : Juſt as 
_ four and harſh: frtuts, when conſerved with 


wgar, change, as I may ſay, their nature 
und acquire a ſort of maturity and foftriefs, 
more ſeaſonable and agreeable to the pa- 
late, than what their natural maturity a and 
perſection could ever bring them to. 
Thus inſtead of their, former  unſavory, 
| nbt:only pleaſant and delightful ae alle, 
but alfo' Ae ee to: ths. 


_ offenſive and diſtaſteful re 


ſtomach. 4 7 


liſe itſelf without its proper croſs was 


| looked u upon, as the worſt of torments, 5 
and this world as a baniſhment indeed and 


/ 


Nor were, theſs dine GS: to 


| Apa: only y they were common to 
all the ſervants of God in general, to whom 


| i not ere Sp wibulaion, or at leaſt 
85 rendered 


a wm uh. 
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lerable from the hopes dt. 
nd aſter the example of Jeſus | 


Chriſt; the'Crofs" was Took'd upon as ne- — 


ceſſary in their eyes. to give a due reliſh J 
to life and a e ſeaſoning 40 all its 2 
actions. Child rer 
will 5 you remain in res" of this wiſ= 
dom? Children how long ao” you" love in ey!. TS 
Prov. i. 22. Is it in nature, that Jeſus 1 5 
Chriſt ſhould for our ſake make bis ſu ers 

ings, though ſach as no one beſides, ever 
underwent, an object of joy and comple” 
ceuce and that the leaff*tribulatiog'we ful 


tain by way of return} be held in ee, | 


and flown from with: horror? 
Ai the ſight of a- God crucified/snd i ir 
the face” of the Croſs reeking with blood; 


can a Chriſtian for mere ſhame, give him 


ſelf up to worJdly amuſements and'pleaſures?- 


Surely the example of Chriſt; the love, be 


thews and the return "WE ought to make, 
| Mg. . wit 
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virtue! How - longi | 


* 


Miba ſenſe of our neee 
motives ſufficiently ; powerfi to transform 
whatever pain id ae for his ſake, 
imo delight and ſatisfaQti, ſufficient 
to draw our. hearts after Yau, let the road 
be ever ſo rough and difficult, with joy 
_ _ and, deleftation. But Oh! Moſt ble ſſed 
 Redgemer, what a. ſubje& of our humili- 
ation and conſuſion How few, and yet 
Ve not of that happy number, how few 


A 


are the true lovers of thy Croſs! How few 


the followers of thy example! Grant we 

may now at leaſt reliſh the heavenly doc- 
wine, thou broughteſt down to us, have a 
true ſenſe of the riches contained in it | 
and experience in ouwrſelyes the truth of 5 
What the wiſe man teaches; The heart that 

knows. the bitterneſs of his ſoul, in his joy 
fall not the flronger be mingled, Prov. xiv. 10. 

The en that knows mend eſteems the "ou 
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bulations and 
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work, ſtupendous as it is, might 3 
9 


and expedient, for gaining the intent ß 


in cure way held Has” us Dis 
to "and" fo ers of his example and in- 
 fruftion : : For unto this are you calld, 
35 40 % Ca ah fa Ja ered Mat you Jhould 


Jollow his flaps,” 1 Pet: fl. 21. See 
and ene 4 0 of e eee e 
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| td iis abi 
; ſingle offence! He undervalues the aami- 
rable example left us by Jeſus Chriſt, puis 

a flight on the infinite love ſhew'd to 
mankind i in his ſacred n and deſpiſes 
the ſuperabundant atisfaction; adva 

| 1 redemption. Can fuck 3 a one be a 
- sealdiſciple:of Chriſt, or be looked upon 

4s really in earneſt as to the great affair af 
. that daketh -n01 ud (hip: 
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That you may not be deceiv'd take-the 
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words of our Bleſſed Saviour wich peu, a 1 I 
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a' rule pee judgment upon. The 5 A 


. hid diſciples, and: in them to you. WE 


« ſecure guide: vd-folve the dg 
fatisfation. Can yon drink of the chalich p "» 
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_- ambitious of of "the" firſt rank aj Hani 
in it: But can you drin#igf the' chalice® 


Cal you bear peiſecution atid the weight 


* tribulation and the Croſs 7 Whatanſwer 


do you give? If you are Leurful if your 
re n if you n Hon 


 billation ; a ſhameful flight from the Croſs 
el Jeſus'Obriſt; what can be ſaid 7 He who 


1 fearful and timor ous, let lim return back, 
Judg. vii. g. Lou are not worthy to be 


 efiroll'd under his banner, and can have 
40 claim to the reward of his militia. For 


wid abet. propriety. or even dene, can 
tages-6f it, who has not eme 
anto execution the inſtructions and orders 


given him by his general, or reſolution to 
880 arough with. the labours, which. muſt 


attend that ſervice: Revertatur ; retumn 
ne wn ene, and no 
1-86 | 1 | other 


Sther mult be 90 


the judgment ſoon to be 


ment you form and the ſentence.you 0. 
nounce can he no other. 
But for your farther ain con 

al Land reflett that the whole: erecls * 

carried on either ſor 
or againſt you, turns on this point aun; 
how, far your life and actions reſemble. the 
life and actions of Jeſus Chriſt, your, prig- | 
cipal and original! How faithfully. i in your 
 condu, you haye copied after this pattern 
and example? Becauſe, as he is. the. 5 
ſtantial 00s and image of his etern „ "a 
ther; ſo he juſtly; requires; that his choſen | 
ſervants ſhould be a true and living picture 

- of himſelf, and in their ſufferings and tri- 
bulation reflect back his on labours and 
. paſſion. Now if inſtead bf this conformity 
of life and manners, he finds you the very 
Selur of what he propoſes, running . 
ae what he * and: 
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7 age } 1 


8 * a, he loved and — 
An enemy of the croſs and votary ol plea- 
| ſure, what ſentence can you hope for at 
wis -dread tribunal? What favour at his 
divine hands? Can a -demeatiour of this 
nature be deemed innocent, or a conduR, 
io monſtrous, be doked upon without hor- 
ror and indignation! A ſerious reſle tion 
on cheſe premiſes will; oecafion a whole- 
[forme \ confuſion, and, I am perſuaded in- 
due you never to admit ſelf· love, who'is 
ever a very ne ant is OR 
tion. Jeſus Chriſt, the wiſdom of, the 
eternal Father, undertakes to direft you in 
- theſe concerns, and gives you this adviee» 
-than which nothing can be more to your 
advantage; tale up thy Cro/5 and follow-me. 
Follow the way, he chalks out to you, 
| beſeech youf divine leader, that the 
_ - remembrance of his ſuſſerings and the me- 
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p "To Jesus abandoned on the Cro 

1 fort of the diſtreſſed, | 

E oſt beloved | 

4 happy | r me thy patience is. infinite! How 3 

” moll unworthy thy. regard, 
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ix thy ſufferings and his own 
4 ſuffering for and with thee? Hadſt won 
„ breathed out thy foul in the midſt of 
Ty ſures and delights, I might 1 in ſome 61 
Fe have been excuſabſe in ſpe lin 


u, and ſubſtance in purſgit of them: But 
e when on the | 
ts 
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mendeſt the Ceols to my a ellection, eee 
; unftion of thy mercy and. ſanRil ed 
ching in its arms, abandon'd-by all 


«> world belides, what can be alledged in, a 


my Jultification? It was! not thus thou in- 
ſtructedſt me; this was not the language 


my Heart poke. at that favourable h our, 
e id retreat And Tlftude, . 2 
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pa c viſit me Wilk u thy holy y inſyiration, 1 


Fa os 


aid comfort t me "with thy preſence. Then 


in . TVen. 


6 watt 1 obclience 1 to thy command, „ 
3 and admired che extent of thy wiſdom and 
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V. embracing them; TR, when 
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of thy councils, religned myſelf i in e 
inder of my ſoul into thy \ divine, hands, 
prompt and ready to obey. and follow the | 
Light of thy. commands and example, 1 +5 

"Alas! What a change on a ſudden! The. 
| firſt acceſs of tribulatjon defeats my former 
- refoldtions « nd fills my mind 1 vith deſpon-., 
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dende and deſolation. The falſe r 
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ol fleſh: and blood now appear juſt” and = 
equitable and in the preſumption” of n,, 
heart, 1 now-raiſe” my voice, &yen'againſt' 
Providence that ſends: me theſe rats. "I" =» Þ 
after Jeſus e 15 it us 5 40 
find him e | 


\ 


l eee even by his etei 1 
father: Seek your comfort; — 
He is only to be fo I 
place of his reſidence upon 8 
Bleſſed Redeemer! Enlighten 1 under P 
, inflame my will, draw me aſter : 
thee in the ſweet odour. of thy patience, 1 
| ſhall then follow. thee: with pleaſure and. c 
run 2 through the rugged ways of thy paſſion | 
with reſolution and ne, Leave me ; 
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ONSIDER, it, The original des. 

ſign of the bounty of God in our 
d was to treat us with all ſort of ten- 
derneſs and magnificence. In this view, 
e e had he created man, than ww” 


pain, he e 


tion and delight, 3 5 are be ae ! 
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moted i into a more happy region for eter.. 


Os _ nity; Sin cauſed an alteration in ſo fa- 


vourable a diſpenſation, and brought upon 7 
human kind a deluge of labour, pain, . 
guiſn and tears. Vet the divine charity 
and mercy has qualified the ſeverity.of the 
Fate en awarded againſt us in ſuch a 
manner, that the ſeaſonable rigour of the 
ſentence ſhould prove on one ſide an 
atonement with regard to the Divine Ma- 
jeſy and with reſpect to us on the other 
an occaſion of . I a and 

. 4 

Wich Wie then Han; the AE 1 
8. James, i. 2. excite us in theſe words; 
A brethren count it all joy, when you fell 
into divers temptations.” A moſt ſolid 
groundwork. and foundation not only of 
our patience and reſignation, but alſo of 
our joy and comfort. Wherefore let theſe | 
e es re in your mind 
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| him : For whom: our Lord "loveth, he chaſe 
t/eth,” and-as-a father in the ſon he pleafeth- 
hamfel . Prov. ii. 11. In the very worſt 
of eircumſtances, in the utmoſt diſtreſs, the 
miſery of human nature can bring upon 
us, nothing can be a more rational and 

folid ſupport, chan the conſideration * 
theſe truly a nate 
each ſyllable with care and 
body for example ſake is a prey to fickniels 
and pain, your heart to grief and abe. 
eney, and: your ſoul 
 dirknek, obſcurity and 
Lind, the- ow. your ſubjefts, operons, 
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tity would never have embraced them him- 
elf or recommended them by his on 


a« 


F TY 


7 Father's benevolence; Al 


„ 5 


5 + with: which. he: himſelf ho- A 
'# 
N a eaten, Win 1 


nn J 10 
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love we ought to have for his perſon, be 
raoecalled to obedience and due ſubj 
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. us 5 Ne 
the great work of clothing. ourſelves with g N 3 

| Jeſus Cheiſt, as the Apoſtle peaks; chat fp 
1s, wear chat e put on thoſe virtues . 
and, ſandtity, which ſhone, ſorth with 66 
mh: luſtre in 0 divine life and example i ? 1 
St. Ignatius had reaſon to tay, that the 3 
fire. of divine love ought to be enkindled 1 
in us and kept up in life and vigour b 
means of tribulstion: A bleſling to be 
* ſought ſor and obtained at the throne of = 
1 God and brought down upon us by fer- ; 
0 vent prayer and continual ſopplication. 1 | 
i i (The wood of the Croſs, he would fre- =, 
* quently ſay, is of all others the moſt pro- AM 
| per to raiſe and enkindle this fire in out 
= | ſoul, as it is the natural fuel which keeps -: 
I it in life and ſupplies i it with force and ac- 
. tivity. By this fire that inbred corruption 5 
. the heart and thoſe evil propenſions, & 
; | inherent and rooted in our very being. 
5 muſt be remoyed and eras d: That tarniſh | 
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84 ruſt 1791 ice, Which eat Ae even ur 
very ſubſlance, and fully the virtues of 
Tn mind, muſt be worn off and conſumed. Z 
The Royal Prophet ſpeaks 10 che ſame 
et. His words reflect a ſingular light 
on our preſent ſubjekt. The human heart, 
ſays he, can never exert itſelf to any ad- 
vantage, without paſſing through the tor - 
rent of tribulation. Whoever therefore is 
reſolved to apply himſelf ſeriouſly to the 
important affair of acquiring the love of 
God in his ſoul, and working out his fal- 
vation with any degree of perſection, muſt 
not content himſelf with thoſe comforts 
alone and ſatisſaclions, which flow fön 
contemplation and the favour of Heaven 
In the vilits it makes him: He muſt more- 
"over paſs through the torrent of affliftion 
"and bear up manfully againſt the current 
and violence of it: Of the torrent in the way 
be fla drink: ge Ju” he exalt his 


t 29 * 
bred. Pr. «cx. 7. Tin ſuch time 3 ll 
have drunk plentifully: of thoſe waters, how. 
diſturb d and troubled ſoever, they may 
appear to be, be wilt never arrive at "thae - 


; perſeclion, he dehires, or attain the degree 
| of divine love he ought to pusſue. „ 

Interior, comforts. apd delights of the 4 
mind, are not of themſelves a ſufficient EY 1 
| caſe of ſuch an effeRt.. They may be, ! 
generally are, gifts of God 8 munificence, 30 4 
= 5 and objects worthy our defire and acqui- = 

; beton: But fill are, not without their pro- 


| | per danger and myſt be uſed and fought i 
| bor with diſcretion. _ Nature oſten finds i its 


ends in them and arlore its food: Both. 
"the or one and the other i in a manner undiſco. 9 
vered by Hes] eye, are ſed, nouriſhed and 
pampered. in the uſe and enjoymendoftheſe = 


 gratifications, _ For though our paſſions and I 4 
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. Irregular. appetites, are kept down and in #4 
* degree brought under bs, the; virtue | 


1 . 7 . 
> * influence of theſe ſupernatural graced, | 
| vet they are not vanquiſhed but by the 

force of tribulation and the power of af. 
Hifi ion; and even under chis ferner and 
8 'preflure, expire not, as vou know, not 
less by your, own experience, than froth. 
ie jnftruftion of others. Theſe enemies 
mull be thoroughly ſubdued and mor- 
"tied, beſore the pure love of God and 
"that fanftity of life, which, as Chriſtians, 
alt are obliged to endeavour at can find. 
an opening and inlet into our ſoul. For 
' the pure and diſintereſted love of Cod. 
' whateyer may be its allotment in the 
' other world, is. not to be found 1 in this, 
fave only among the briars Fr and thorns 
of tribulation. 1 
Vnjuſt then and highly injurious to' the 
bounty of God are our complaints againſt 
tribulation and the Croſs: We ought ratlier 
"20 be thankful to his wiſdom, who by that 
* SN means 
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lections from ety" objects, An 10 hurt 
moſt ſtrict as well as moſt fure "wiaringedS 


unites our heart and affection to his vine . 
PPy. tribulation! Wort 


16 18 


ſubject "of all Joy and comfort! 
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gift of God's bounty and. ſecure 
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CAO The- mot lets 
= proof of love is to ſuffer freely and willi 
I joey Tor the object beloved. Giſts indeed 
area token of riendſhip and have their? | 
pPrper Weight and merit; but equal nor 
e reality of the affettion, we ſher 
n. eur ſuſfering. The reaſon is, by the! 

: dias value our friends more, than: 
our goodb or ſubſtance; by. the latter wer 
them even to bur ow] ſelves. By: 
the ene we give What we have, 170 the 
oer We facrifice--what we are. Our) 
| bibfſsd'\Saviour; when be would * 


2 , e e 


fi 
ak 


1 * N N * 
Lal a 4 * 1 Ar 
* > 94K - * 
n . 4 3 
3 Sees 
4 * * 
* d 
3 g 
- 
; F ' . 
. 1 : ; 
* 8 x 3 £ 
5 N 1 Y . Y 
—_ 


| — 5 kt 156, 77 
envioring. inſtance, of. his DIE to un 


his, eternal Father, and prove beh. ond 


exception. the. ruth of it to, the world, 
rwiſe incredulous, .yould | uſe] this 


Pw 


argument; That: the. world may, now! that- 
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L lpoe; ile Father, arife tet us A hence, 
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Jos W. Let us advance "fays ;h f e, and 


os 


of, liegveply. comlarts eſpecially hilt we 
dine e and enjoyments of 
worldly. riches,,an d, gender, What un- 


queſtionable, token 4 e, Ra 4 give of, ow 
diſintereſted. Joyally. 
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| . exterior {perſecution bf 87 reien 
Z the purſuit of virtue by” interior Io 
We. and”; aridities. Tile chofen' ſe 1 
g 1 God i in all | ages have SUPP 
= pattern, and holy Tobias in Naben has 
Teſt us a memorable. exaniple” of 8 
own. perſon. Being in captivity he r for r/ ook ; 
"way of truth Tobi. 2. Your 


ae g your. 0 and Maſter up to- 0 

© Thabor the: theatre of his 9 
be looked pon as a "ſignal inſtance of 4 ® 
your dove and havtity, une y 0 ad . 

; pany hit m alſo to Calvary, tat 1 ; partake: 
with bin 10 his N and mY "Fe 2, 
of his | paſſion. "Even 1 
drawing water wy and opal 10 - 
many parts, will continue GT and Wa ; 

gaz a ſhewof anſwering every eib and pus, * 
_— which: it was in nded ſo long 8 
s it is kept in dhe bottom of the wells | | 
vie with's plentiful ſource: Buy a 
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traw it from thence 0 Shs it 10 {XG | 
Son and wind, it dries up immediately or 


of due value and beauty. Truſt it not in ; 
veach of the fire: The moment you put it ; 
to that tryal, it ſades, vaniſhes into {ſmoke 
anne uſe or ſervire.. 55 | 
Perhaps the affection you have-to y ur 


divine maſter is of the like nature an | ro 
5 .chnliftenoy;” unable to- bear. the. teſt. * 
: Ufficulties or reſt the experi ent of" 
IN fribulation, An unworthy. diſpoſition; 1 
| end, in temptation. poſes 
him, and not eaſily credit lum. For hers © 
friend: according to . own time, .and 
un, not abide in the. day ꝙ tribulation. 
Exel. vi. 2, A true friend, whether 
under che ſeverity 55 8 diſtreſs, or the - 
pre a . Th abs. the . 5 
Bury for you "Ter you prove. your - 
| 7 "ny 
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